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The words of the Gospel we have just heard 
(cf. Jn 20:19-31) speak to us of a place, a 
disciple and a book. 

The place is where the disciples gathered on the 
evening of Easter; we read only that its doors 
were closed (cf. v. 19).  Eight days later, the 
disciples were once more gathered there, and 
the doors were still shut (cf. v. 26).  Jesus enters, 
stands in their midst and brings them his peace, 
the Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins: in a 
word, God’s mercy.  Behind those closed doors 
there resounds Jesus’ call to his followers: “As 
the Father has sent me , so I send you” (v. 21).

Jesus sends. From the beginning, he wants his 
to be a Church on the move, a Church that goes 
out into the world.  And he wants it to do this 
just as he did.  He was not sent into the world 
by the Father to wield power, but to take the 
form of a slave (cf. Phil 2:7); he came not “to be 
served, but to serve” (Mk  10:45) and to bring 
the Good News (cf. Lk 4:18). In the same way, 
his followers are sent forth in every age.  The 
contrast is striking: whereas the disciples had 
closed the doors out of fear, Jesus sends them out 
on mission.  He wants them to open the doors and 
go out to spread God’s pardon and peace, with 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

This call is also addressed to us.  How can we 
fail to hear its echo in the great appeal of Saint 
John Paul II: “Open the doors”?  Yet, in our lives 
as priests and consecrated persons, we can often 

be tempted to remain enclosed, out of fear 
or convenience, within ourselves and in our 
surroundings.  But Jesus directs us to a one-
way street: that of going forth from ourselves. 
It is a one-way trip, with no return ticket.  (...)
In other words, the life of Jesus’ closest 
disciples, which is what we are called to be, is 
shaped by concrete love, a love, in other words, 
marked by service and availability. It is a life 
that has no closed spaces or private property 
for our own use, or at least there shouldn’t be. 
Those who choose to model their entire life on 
Jesus no longer choose their own places; they 
go where they are sent, in ready response to the 
one who calls. (...)

Secondly, today’s Gospel presents us with the 
one disciple who is named: Thomas. In his 
hesitation and his efforts to understand, this 
disciple, albeit somewhat stubborn, is a bit like 
us and we find him likeable.  Without knowing 
it, he gives us a great gift: he brings us closer 
to God, because God does not hide from 
those who seek him.  Jesus shows Thomas his 
glorious wounds; he makes him touch with his 
hand the infinite tenderness of God, the vivid 
signs of how much he suffered out of love for 
humanity.

For us who are disciples, it is important to 
put our humanity in contact with the flesh of 
the Lord, to bring to him, with complete trust 
and utter sincerity, our whole being. As Jesus 
told Saint Faustina, he is happy when we tell 

Pope Francis delivers his sermon to the clergy and religious during the Holy Mass at the Saint John Paul II Shrine in Krakow, 
Poland on July 30, 2016.                                                                                                                          (L’Osservatore Romano)

Pope to the Polish Clergy & Religious: 
“As The Father Has Sent Me, So I Send You”

him everything: he is not bored with our lives, 
which he already knows; he waits for us to tell 
him even about the events of our day (cf. Diary, 
6 September 1937). That is the way to seek 
God: through prayer that is transparent and 
unafraid to hand over to him our troubles, our 
struggles and our resistance. (...) 

What does Jesus ask of us? He desires hearts 
that are truly consecrated, hearts that draw life 
from his forgiveness in order to pour it out with 
compassion on our brothers and sisters.  Jesus 
wants hearts that are open and tender towards 
the weak, never hearts that are hardened. He 
wants docile and transparent hearts that do not 
dissimulate before those whom the Church 
appoints as our guides.  Disciples do not 
hesitate to ask questions, they have the courage 
to face their misgivings and bring them to the 
Lord, to their formators and superiors, without 
calculations or reticence. A faithful disciple 
engages in constant watchful discernment, 
knowing that the heart must be trained daily, 
beginning with the affections, to flee every 
form of duplicity in attitudes and in life. (...)

The final verse of today’s Gospel speaks of a 
book: it is the Gospel that, we are told, does 
not contain all the many other signs that Jesus 
worked (v. 30). After the great sign of his mercy, 
we could say that there is no longer a need to 
add another. Yet one challenge does remain.  
There is room left for the signs needing to be 
worked by us, who have received the Spirit of 
love and are called to spread mercy.  It might be 
said that the Gospel, the living book of God’s 
mercy that must be continually read and reread, 
still has many blank pages left.  It remains an 
open book that we are called to write in the 
same style, by the works of mercy we practice. 
(...)

Dear brothers and sisters, each of us holds in 
his or her heart a very personal page of the 
book of God’s mercy.  It is the story of our own 
calling, the voice of the love that attracted us 
and transformed our life, leading us to leave 
everything at his word and to follow him (cf. 
Lk 5:11).  Today let us gratefully rekindle the 
memory of his call, which is stronger than 
any resistance and weariness on our part. As 
we continue this celebration of the Eucharist, 
the center of our lives, let us thank the Lord 
for having entered through our closed doors 
with his mercy, for calling us, like Thomas, by 
name, and for giving us the grace to continue 
writing his Gospel of love.



STF SCHOLARS’ GRADUATION & ORDINATIONS

Sem. John Ryan Beldua of Daet diocese (third from the 
right side) together with Sem. Aaron Peńaranda (second to 
the left) and Sem. Jonathan Alamin (right side) of Calbayog 
diocese earned their Baccalaureate degrees in Theology 
at the International Seminary Bidasoa and University of 
Navarre (Spain) from 2012 to 2016.

Fr. Clarence Dabocol from Catarman diocese was 
ordained to the priesthood by Most Rev. Emmanuel 
Trance on August 12, 2015. He earned his ecclesiastical 
degrees at the International Seminary Bidasoa and 
University of Navarre (Spain) from 2010 to 2014.

Fr. Vicente Fronda Miguel was ordained by Most Rev. 
Sergio Utleg to the Sacred Orders on October 8, 2016 at 
the Sto. Nińo Parish of the Archdiocese of Tuguegarao. 
He studied at the International Seminary Sedes 
Sapientiae and Pontifical University of the Holy Cross 
(Rome) from 2011 to 2014.

Rev. Edgar Ponce (first row, second to the right side) of 
Catarman Diocese and Rev. Zeus Jardin (third row, left 
side) of Davao Archdiocese were ordained as deacons on 
April 16, 2016. They earned their ecclesiastical degree 
in Theology at the International Seminary Bidasoa and 
University of Navarre (Spain) from 2012 to 2016.

Rev. Fr. Alexes Bisnar Villarubin made his presbyterial 
vows in front of Most Rev. Precioso Cantillas on 
December 7, 2015 at his home Diocese of Maasin. 
He took his philosophical and licentiate studies at the 
International Seminary Sedes Sapientiae and Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross (Rome) from 2009 to 2014.

Rev. Fr. Andrei Ventanilla was ordained to the Order 
of Presbyters on August 9, 2016 for the Archdiocese 
of Cebu. He finished his studies at the International 
Seminary Bidasoa and University of Navarre (Spain) 
from 2011 to 2014.

LETTER FROM AN ALUMNUS

I am Fr. Erlito A. Maraya. I am a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Palo here in Leyte. I had my 
theology formation at Bidasoa International 

Ecclesiastical College, Pamplona, Spain from1990 
to 1993. I was ordained to the priesthood on 

December 7, 1993. I took my licentiate and doctoral studies in Philosophy 
at the University of Navarre and graduatedin 2001. Presently I am the Rector 
of St. John the Evangelist School of Theology here in the Archdiocese 
of Palo. We have 53 theology students this School Year coming from 10 
dioceses: Archdiocese of Palo, Dioceses of Borongan Calbayog, Catarman, 
Dumaguete, Maasin, Mati, Naval, Surigao, and Tagum.

It has been three years since typhoon Yolanda, otherwise known 
internationally as Haiyan, destroyed everything we held dear: human lives, 
properties and even individual and collective hopes and dreams. By the 
grace of God no one among the priests and our seminarians perished from 
the wrath of the typhoon. But just like phoenix, we have risen again from the 
ashes. I was assigned here at St. John the Evangelist School of Theology in 
July 2015 upon the appointment by Pope Francis of the then rector, Fr. Oscar 
Florencio, as auxiliary bishop of Cebu.

While I serve as formator of our theology students as they prepare for 
their ordination to the priesthood, I teach mostly philosophy subjects at the 
Philosophy Department of Sacred Heart Seminary also here in Palo. Both 
seminaries are within the seminary compound, a 24-hectare lot where the 
chancery, the clergy retirement house, the relief and rehabilitation building, 

among others, are also found.

I find this arrangement very enriching: teaching philosophy subjects 
while assigned as formator at the theology department. Specifically I 
taught four subjects in philosophy last semester. I will teach another three 
philosophy subjects this second semester. St. John Paul II in his encyclical 
Fides et Ratio underscored the idea that far from being opposed, philosophy 
and theology should complement, for they are like two wings that enable 
the human spirit to rise and contemplate the truth (no. 1). This I live and 
experience on a daily basis as I crisscross the two departments and the two 
seminaries.

Personally, I learned this complementarity between these two disciplines 
of philosophy and theology in the way we were taught by our professors at 
the University of Navarre. Our professors both in philosophy and theology 
emphasize that the human mind should be open to the truth wherever it 
might be found. Unfortunately many philosophies today are characterized 
by their rejection of metaphysics, making them close to the transcendent 
and universal truth. But theology does lead the human intellect to the Truth. 
So instead of division, separation and even conflict and opposition between 
philosophy and theology, our professors prefer to speak of dialogue, 
openness and harmony. To them I owe a lot, especially because those were 
the formative years of my human, intellectual and spiritual life. I have very 
fond memories of those times in Pamplona. They were wisdom-filled as they 
were also grace-filled years.

I would like to this opportunity to once again heartily and sincerely thank 
all the benefactors of the Studium Theologiae Foundation. I can never thank 
you enough for giving me that privilege and being formed in an atmosphere 
of courageous search for the truth and once found, in falling in love with the 
Truth – Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 14:6).



For the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross (Rome, Italy)

From left to right: Fr. Nathaniel Gentizon (Jaro), Fr. Jocson Ogaya 
(Bayombong), Fr. Marco Lajara (Lipa), Sem. Justine Kristoffer 

Villamor (Maasin), Sem. Harvey Naval (Laoag)

NEW BATCH OF SCHOLARS OF
STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDATION FOR THE SY 2016-17

Support the Training of a Priest

There are many dioceses in the Philippines that need both the facilities for 
higher ecclesiastical studies and the financial means to send their future 
seminary formators and professors to the Ecclesiastical Faculties of the 

University of Navarre (Pamplona, Spain) or the Pontifical University of the Holy 
Cross (Rome, Italy).

To address this situation, Studium Theologiae Foundation, Inc. launched the project 
“Formation of Priests and Seminarians for the Local Churches” in 1986.

For 30 years now, donations from people from all walks of life have allowed us to 
assist at least 300 priests and seminarians to study in the aformentioned institutions. 
We invite you to join us in multiplying good deeds in order to help the Church and 
the world.

The approximate expences per year for a priest or seminarian studying at the 
University of Navarre or at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross can reach up 
to 14,000 Euros or PhP 791,000.00.

How can you help?
 
 *Pray for the success of this project.
	 *Send	you	financial	contributions	to:

 STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDATION, INC.
 5/F Quad Alpha Centrum Bldg.,
 125 Pioneer Street
 1550 Mandaluyong City, Philippines
 
 or deposit them to our bank account:

 BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES ISLANDS
 Account Name: Studium Theologiae Foundation, Inc.
 Account Number: 1891-0015-13 (for peso deposits) or 1894-0661-01
 (for foreign currency deposits).

For the University of Navarre (Pamplona, Spain)

From left to right:  Fr. Edwin Baruelo (Lucena), Fr. Jufer Gutierrez (Lucena), 
Fr. Vic Tabernilla (Lucena), Fr. Eric Marigondon (Legazpi), Fr. Frederick Rafael 

(Daet), Fr. Jonathan Berdejo (Zamboanga), Sem. Wilson Jerusalem (Cebu), 
Sem. Gerald Cortes (Tarlac), Sem. Juan Carlos Coloso (Lipa), 

Sem. Mark Joel Toling (Masbate)

   The following pictures convey the different activities organized by 
the Studium Theologiae Foundation, Inc.: A fellowship of seminarians 
together with the priests of the Prelature of Opus Dei (top photo); the 
Seminar for Diocesan Priests held at the Makiling Conference Center 
in Calamba, Laguna (middle photo) and the Updating Seminar Course 
for UNAV-PUSC alumni priests at the Tagaytay Conference Center in 
Mendez, Cavite from October 10 to 17, 2016.

     The annual Seminar for Seminarians was also held this year. It was 
spearheaded by Fr. Jimmy Liao, Executive Director of Theological 
Centrum. This yearly gathering was participated by thirty seminarians 
coming from eleven dioceses in the Philippines, one Apostolic 
Vicariate and one diocese from abroad (Lucena, Masbate, Tarlac, 
Maasin, San Pablo, Laoag, Lipa, Pasig, Ilagan, Tuguegarao, Cebu, 
San Jose in Mindoro and Xuan Hua of China).



Visit the Theological Centrum website at www.theologicalcentrum.org
Email us at theologicalcentrum@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/theo.centrum

The outcry of the Successor of Saint Peter scatters on the whole 
Universal Church, ‘We need constantly to contemplate the 
mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace. 
Our salvation depends on it.’ (Misericordiae Vultus, 2). The 

Holy Father also added that “at times we are called to gaze even more 
attentively on mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of 
the Father’s action in our lives …(cf. MV, 3). Pope Francis inaugurated 
the Holy Year of Mercy in order for us to rediscover again the Father’s 
mercy and to share it to others in all facets of our being. In response to the 
Pope’s invitation, the Studium Theologiae Foundation, Inc. has organized 
the annual Seminar for Seminarians last May 23 to 26, 2016 at the 
Laguna Hills Study Camp, Calamba, Laguna. The core theme is entirely 
connected on the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. This formation 
program was spearheaded by Rev. Fr. Jimmy L. Liao, Executive Director 
of Theological Centrum. Thirty-one seminarians from twelve dioceses 
in the Philippines (Lucena, Masbate, Tarlac, Maasin, San Pablo, Laoag, 
Lipa, Pasig, Ilagan, Tuguegarao, Cebu and San Jose in Mindoro) and one 
from abroad (Xuan Hua of China) attended the said event. The seminar 
has become a great encounter for the participants, making it a big success 
and a great achievement for the foundation and for the Church as well.

On his opening address, Fr. Liao reiterated to the participants that 
the seminar was established in order for everyone to have a deep, personal 
encounter with the Lord in prayer and meditation, lively activities and to 
the word of the speakers assigned to each conference and talk. The four-
day program schedule included daily guided meditations, confessions, 
Liturgy of the Hours, Holy Mass, Holy Hours, conferences, talks and 
a short pilgrimage at the Shrine of St. Pio of Pieltrecina in Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas.

The key lecturers, geared with wit and cleverness, imparted their 
ideas about several topics related with the abovementioned theme. Fr. 
Noel Garrido, chaplain of Tanglaw University Center, shared some 
points on the importance of enriching one’s spiritual life on this special 
Jubilee Year, while Fr. Lloyd Singco introduced to the participants the 
CITE Technical School – an academic institution that offers vocational 
and technical courses to those who are indigent men. Fr. Cesar Claudio, 
an alumnus of the Pontificia Universita della Santa Croce, pinpointed 
the essentiality to commit oneself in learning and engaging in doctrinal 
formations in order to accomplish one of the challenging spiritual works 
of mercy; that is to instruct the ignorant. Then, a notable speaker named 
Mr. Emmanuel Rentoy, who is an educator at the University of Asia and 
the Pacific and the founding Executive Director of Character Education 

Partnership Philippines, emphasizes the great worth of character in his 
lecture. The current Chair of the Religion Department of the UA & P 
– College of Arts and Sciences, namely Fr. Antonio Elizer Bermejo, 
conveyed the value of true contrition on his topic about the mercy of 
God. Fr. Roque Reyes spoke about the ill-effects of being addicted 
to pornography while Fr. Raul Marino Sagles focuses on the culture 
of indifference. Both the two priests incurred that the cause of such 
disarrays is the emptiness which leads to seeking human pleasure in an 
artificial paradise, which makes humankind distant from the graces and 
merits of God. Fr. Laurence Salud, the pastor of Lauan University Center, 
pinpointed one fundamental need that every seminarian must uphold not 
just to his brother, but also to himself, and that is fraternal correction. 
And last but not the least, the concurrent Editor-in-Chief of Theological 
Centrum’s Documentation Service, Fr. Manuel Belarmino, shared his 
insight about gaining indulgence through the Holy Door. 

The keynote speakers encouraged the seminarians to be the visible 
face of God’s infinite mercy, keeping all the things they have learned 
in the seminar in their hearts and minds, and applying it into human 
practice, so that others may be influenced and also to become “merciful 
like the Father”. 

Aside from those various talks, other fruitful activities were done, 
such as the traditional tertulia (get-together) wherein participating 
seminarians and priests enjoyed some merry moments, and at the same 
time, shared their testimonies of life and vocation. Also, simple musical 
gatherings were held at the end of each day, showcasing every one’s 
talent in singing, dancing, acting and many more. Sports are also evident 
in the seminar, which it teaches every seminarian to have a good rapport 
with each other.

The seminar may have ended on the afternoon of May 26, but the 
ablazing inspiration of the seminarians to realize the mission of mercy has 
just began. They parted ways carrying with them the joy which our Lord 
Jesus Christ manifested in the Gospels, the similar gladness which the 
Holy Father wants for everyone to exercise on this Holy Year of Mercy, 
and the unexplained emotion of how the Good Lord loves his Church by 
his means of mercy, to their respective seminaries and apostolate places.

(Editor’s Note: Sem. Aurelius Mendoza is from the Diocese of Masbate. 
He	is	currently	having	his	final	year	of	studies	in	Philosophy	at	the	Sedes	
Sapientiae Formation House in Masbate. He was one of the participants 
in the May 23-26, 2016 Seminar for Seminarians.)

2016 SEMINAR FOR SEMINARIANS: “BE MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER”
written by Sem. Aurelius C. Mendoza

edited by Dave M. Mustacisa

Seminarians from different dioceses in the Philippines & China who attended the 2016  Seminar for Seminarians


