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Fr. Luis Navarro, Rector of  the
Pontifical University of  the Holy Cross.

We live in a time of great change, where 
the institutions seem to have lost their au-
thority and credibility. This confronts us 
with a major challenge: to understand that 
the search for truth is always worthwhile for 
everyone, not just for us academics, but for 
all of us Catholics, and those who are not.

This rigorous research is the only possible 
and true answer to the emergencies of the 
contemporary world; it is the only way to 
heal those wounds that man brings. Above 
all, a careful look is essential towards those 
marginalized, those excluded, to which the 
Pope always turns his attention and his gaze. 
Here, the purpose of our University is to ad-
here to this search for the Truth, as a service 
to the whole Church and to all men.

We must not only be engaged in this re-
search, but we must ensure that this is pro-
moted and made accessible, and then, as a 
University, we have to accept  those  edu-
cational,  cultural, and spiritual challenges.

Let me give an example. Today, we have 
the duty to use the full potential of online 
tools that are at our disposal. We must en-
gage in the development of online learning 
in order to achieve, with our academic of-

A UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF WELCOME
The  individual  disciplines  should and 

must be open to other fields of knowledge, in 
order not to fall into a sterility.

Every challenge that society puts to us 
will have to be addressed, valuing it from 
different angles, to acquire greater authority 
among others worlds of knowledge, because 
although the ecclesiastical academic commu-
nity of Rome does its job well, it has not yet 
had the impact it deserves in the cultural de-
bate.

In this sense, I think that our University has 
many strengths, such as the ability to deepen 
the relationship between the world and the 
Church, between the Church and civil soci-
ety, or present with fascination the function 
of the laity in the Church and in society, and 
to be able to bring forward cutting-edge re-
search on the family and marriage.

Increased  scientific  research  and a greater 
interdisciplinary approach will bring substan-
tial results in this sense, and in these areas we 
must engage and accept the challenge.

But, most of all among the things I men-
tioned, I would say that these goals will not 
be viable unless we put the Eucharist and 
Christ at the center of our lives and also at 
the center of the University, because you can-
not give to others if you are not centered in 
the Eucharist.

For this, I wish our students, our alumni, 
our teachers, our staff, and all our benefac-
tors, all good things and that deep peace that 
can only come from adoration of the God 
who became a child out of Love and who we 
find every day in the Eucharist.

This address from Fr. Navarro is abridged 
and reprinted from a recent Santa Croce Alumni 
Newsletter.

ferings, not only for those who have the op-
portunity to attend our classrooms, but also 
those who are at home, and living far away 
from our University.

This technological progress, however, 
must not distort the work of one of our 
strong points from the start of this Universi-
ty: the attention to the person. This should 
be an ongoing challenge, so that our Uni-
versity remains the place where everyone 
can feel at home, where anyone can say, they 
were always treated by everyone as a person, 
as a family.

We must continue to welcome everyone, 
even those who have different cultural and 
spiritual settings. Everyone should feel at 
home and welcome in the family.

It’s great to know that in our classrooms 
there are many cultures, many languages, 
many rites, many races, because these differ-
ences bring us together in Charity – a tan-
gible sign of hope, which can be a feasible 
model because we are centered in the true 
and only Hope model which is Christ.

Listening to the experiences of others, to 
see the positive things of one or the other is 
a tangible sign of a way forward. Proposing 
this to others means promoting knowledge 
of life in Christ, the life of the Church and 
life in God. To propose this model, it means 
fostering hope in every man.

Another challenge for us will be to foster 
interdisciplinarity, since being a University 
means to engage students, teachers, emplo- 
yees, technicians, but also the benefactors, 
towards a common goal. Theology, philo- 
sophy, law and training in social and insti-
tutional communication, are areas that need 
to be increasingly at the service of man, for 
his integral development.



STF SCHOLARS’ GRADUATION & ORDINATIONS

Rev. Fr. Jeffrey Mecija (first from the right) received the 
Sacred Order of Presbyters last April 26, 2017 from the 
hands of Most Rev. Buenaventura Famadico, D.D., Bishop 
of San Pablo. He finished his theological studies at Sedes 
Sapientiae International Seminary and Pontifical Univer-
sity of the Holy Cross in Rome (2010).

Sem. Ranie de Roxas and Sem. Roniel Sulit (Archdiocese of Lipa), 
and Sem. James Cid (Diocese of Legazpi) finished their theologi-
cal studies and formations at Bidasoa International Seminary and 
University of Navarre in Spain. (2017).

Sem. Jairuz Oliquiano of the Diocese of Sorsogon fin-
ished his theological studies and formations at the Sedes 
Sapientiae International Seminary and Pontifical Uni-
versity of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy (2017).

Rev. Fr. Matt Bernard Quiao was ordained by Most Rev. Romulo 
G. Valles, D.D., Archbishop of Davao. He finished his theologi-
cal studies at Bidasoa International Seminary and University of   
Navarre in Spain (2014).

Rev. Fr. Hezron Jhud Cartagena (center) received the Sacred 
Order of Presbyters last August 1, 2017 from the hands of Most 
Rev. Jose S. Palma, D.D., Archbishop of Cebu. He finished his 
theological studies at Sedes Sapientiae International Seminary 
and Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome (2015). 

Rev. John Mark Batu (first in the left), of the Diocese of San 
Pablo, a scholar of the Studium Theologiae Foundation Inc., 
finished his theological studies and formation at the Univer-
sity of Navarre and Bidasoa International Seminary, (2009-
2013) in Pamplona, Spain.

WHERE THE CHURCH IS IN NEED, THERE I WISH TO BE
Amiel Bracino is 28 years old and comes from Basud, Camarines Norte. He stayed in the 
BIDASOA International Ecclesiastical Seminary from 2013-2017 and finished his studies in 
Theology in the University of Navarre (Spain). He returned to his diocese (Daet) in June, 
awaiting ordination to the diaconate.

In an interview done by Chus Cantalapiedra for the website of the University of Navarre, Amiel 
said, Where the Church is in need, there I wish to be. I would like to be a priest in places where 
Christian faith is needed. Amiel is aware of the responsibility that the Church in the Philippines 
has for the Evangelization of Asia. We know that the Pope counts on us, especially on the 
priests, and thus we Filipinos should struggle to irradiate the Light of Christ in the entire Asia.

Seminarian Amiel grew up in a Christian family and remembers that as a kid, I had the idea 
of becoming a priest, but as time passed he himself said, this is a thing of kids. He finished 
high school and took the exam to study Political Science. He was an altar server in the parish 
and even if he did not have the intention of entering the seminary, after graduation from high 
school, one of my classmates encouraged me, he said. After passing the entrance exam and 
talking with the Director in charge of vocations, he realized that he desired to be a priest. I 
started to remember what I felt before and this gave me a lot of joy.

After 4 years of receiving formation in Spain, thanks to the help provided by the benefactors of the Ecclesiastical Faculties of the University of 
Navarre, he assured having benefitted and learned much, both in the capital of Navarra and in Bidasoa. Apart from undergoing spiritual and theo-
logical formation, he spent Sunday afternoons doing pastoral work in the Residencia del Buen Pastor of Pamplona, travelling by bicycle. He also 
liked doing sports when he had time and, even if he said that he was not very much fond of football, he enjoyed a lot playing squash and ping pong.
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FILIPINAS. AMIEL BRACINO: 
“donde la iglesia tenga 
necesidad, allí quiero estar yo”
Amiel Bracino tiene 27 años y es natural 
de Filipinas. Reside en el Colegio 
Eclesiástico Internacional Bidasoa 
y en este mes de junio concluirá sus 
estudios de Teología en la Universidad 
de Navarra. Después volverá a su 
ciudad, Basud, en Camarines Norte, 
donde se ordenará sacerdote.

En una entrevista realizada por 
Chus Cantalapiedra para la web de 
la Universidad de Navarra afirma: 
“Donde la Iglesia tenga necesidad, 
ahí quiero estar yo. Me gustaría ser 
sacerdote en lugares que necesitan la 
fe cristiana”. Amiel es consciente de 
la responsabilidad que tiene la Iglesia 
en Filipinas para la evangelización de 
Asia. “Sabemos que el Papa cuenta 
con nosotros, sobre todo con los 
sacerdotes, y por eso debemos luchar 
los filipinos para poder irradiar la Luz 
de Cristo en toda Asia”. 

Amiel creció en una familia cristiana y recuerda que desde pequeño “tenía la idea de ser sacerdote”, 
pero a medida que fue creciendo, él mismo se decía: “Es cosa de niños”. Terminó el colegio e 
hizo el examen para estudiar Ciencias Políticas. Era sacristán en la parroquia y, aunque no tenía 
intención de entrar en el Seminario, “después de la graduación del colegio, uno de mis compañeros 
me animó”, dice. Después de realizar una prueba y hablar con el director de vocaciones, se dio 
cuenta de que deseaba ser sacerdote: “Empecé a recordar lo que era una inquietud y me dio 
mucha alegría”.

Tras casi cuatro años formándose en Pamplona gracias a ayudas recibidas de los  benefactores de 
CARF, asegura haber disfrutado y aprendido mucho, tanto de la capital navarra como de Bidasoa. 
Además de su formación espiritual y teológica, los domingos por la tarde realiza labores pastorales 
en la Residencia del Buen Pastor de Pamplona, donde se desplaza en bicicleta. También le gusta 
practicar deporte cuando tiene tiempo y, aunque afirma que no es muy “de fútbol”, sí disfruta mucho 
jugando al squash y al ping-pong.
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For the University of Navarre (Pamplona, Spain)

Fr. Roberto Marcelino, Jr. (Jaro), Sem. Aurelius Mendoza (Masbate) 
Sem. Mark Cloyd Degrano (Bangued).

From left to right: Fr. Mark Marlonne Lumbera (San Pablo), Fr. Nestor Edrozo, Jr. 
(San Pablo), Fr. Raymund Acuña (Tarlac)

For the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross (Rome, Italy)

Fr. Felbert Reyes (Virac) and Sem. Ronmarth Cabase (Cebu) Santa Croce’s current student Students by Location:
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Filipino participants of the 35th International Symposium entitled “Theology and University” (October 4-5, 2017), organized by the Faculty 
of Theology of the University of Navarre on the occasion of its 50th anniversary.  The priests and seminarians, past and present students of the 
faculty and scholars of the Studium Theologiae Foundation, Inc., pose in front of the BIDASOA International Seminary (Pamplona, Spain).

The annual Retreat for Diocesan Priests was held last November 13-16, 2017 at Tagaytay Conference Center (Mendez, Cavite).

NEW BATCH OF SCHOLARS OF
STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDATION FOR THE SY 2017-18

Total students in Ecclesiastical Faculties of  
the University of  Navarra in the academic year 
2017-18; 425 students hail from 44 different 
countries.

Students by Location:
Americas
Europe
Africa
Asia 34%

40%14%

12%



 

Visit the Theological Centrum website at www.theologicalcentrum.org
Email us at theologicalcentrum@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/theo.centrum

SEMINARIANS IN THE YEAR OF THE PARISH
Sem. Aurelius C. Mendoza – Diocese of Masbate

Responding to the call of the Catholic Church in the Philippines, and 
as declared by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines 
that 2017 be the Year of the Parish, a number of seminarians gathered 

together in this year’s Seminar for Seminarians with a theme “Parish: My 
Community, My Family” held in Epic Parc Rainforest Camp, Tanay, Rizal 
last May 27-30, 2017. This event organized by the Theological Centrum 
proves to be an effective tool in aiding the seminarians in their formation 
as the number of participants continues to grow in number (a total of thir-
ty-eight seminarians from the different dioceses in the Philippines and one from 
the Diocese of Zhaoxian in China).
 

Basically, the Seminar for Seminarians is envisioned to enrich the semi-
narians’ knowledge and awareness on some specific priestly spirituality and 
certain aspects of practical ministry. It is an imperative for the seminarians, 
who in their good will aspire the priesthood of Christ, to be firm in both their 
spiritual life and pastoral life. Thus, this year’s seminar, spearheaded by Rev. 
Fr. Jimmy L. Liao (Executive Director of Theological Centrum), offered series of 
talks and conferences which would provide the participating seminarians the 
necessary tools towards becoming effective ministers in their own respective 
communities.

The participants were welcomed by Most Rev. Francisco M. De Leon, 
Bishop of Antipolo. In his talk, the good Bishop mentioned something about 
the quincentennial celebration of  Evangelization in the Philippines which 
will take place in 2021 and emphasized the significance of this Year of the 
Parish in such a celebration. Moreover, he reminded the seminarians that “the 
root of the communion is the Blessed Trinity”; thus, highlighting that “the 
one God in Himself is a community of three persons: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.” He also underlined the reason of the existence of humanity 
and pointed out that we are created to love and to be loved. 

 
Other conferences related to the theme were given by the invited resource 

speakers such as Rev. Fr. Raymund Acuña (Spiritual Director of Our Lady of 
Peace College Seminary in Tarlac), Rev. Fr. Michael Israel Ortega (Parish Priest 
of San Guillermo Parish in Buting, Pasig City), Rev. Fr. Mark Emman Sese 
(Parish Priest of Our Lady of the Poor Parish in Western Bicutan, Taguig City) 
and Rev. Fr. Ariston Sison (Rector of the Immaculate Concepcion Cathedral of 
Cubao). They all shared some practical points and valuable tips on how to 
be a man of and for the community through their experiences in their own 
pastoral ministries.

Lastly, a glimpse of the new document Ratio Fundamentalis Institu-
tionalis Sacerdotalis was given by Rev. Fr. Jomel Ian Dela Cruz (Direc-
tor of the Sedes Sapientiae Formation House of the Diocese of Masbate). 
In his talk, Fr. dela Cruz emphasized that the priestly formation is a 
singular reality with two significant aspects: one is the “initial forma-
tion” which takes place in the course of the seminary formation and 
the other one is the “on-going formation” which one has to undergo 
for the whole duration of his priestly ministry.

 
Aside from the talks and conferences, other worthwhile stuffs were 

done. There were “get-together” activities where the participants 
made the most out of the company of each other through games and 
group competitions. Sports became an avenue to form camaraderie 
and brotherhood among the participants. A cultural night where the 
participants showcased their own talents in singing, dancing and act-
ing took place and served as the culminating activity of the four-day 
seminar. Above all others, spiritual and liturgical activities were given 
high priority during the seminar such as daily Masses, Exposition and 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, reception of the Sacrament of 
Confession and meditations were provided for the participants.

 
Before parting their ways and returning to their respective dioceses 

and seminaries, the participants altogether made a pilgrimage to Regina 
Rosarii Institute for Contemplation in Asia in Sitio Aguho, Tanay, Rizal 
as they gave reverence to Our Lady for the success of the recently con-
cluded seminar. The seminar may have ended but the knowledge and 
experiences gained surely gave each one an experience of the Church as 
a mystery, communion, and most of all, mission.


