
STF newsletter 
STUDIUM  THEOLOGIAE  FOUNDATION, INC.  (PHILIPPINES)

ISSUE TWENTY SEVEN YEAR 2018

Visit of  Msgr. Fernando Ocáriz, Grand Chancellor of  the University

It is necessary to do a living the-
ology, which reaches out to per-
sons and enthuse them with the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ, without 
falling into simply a manual.  These 
were some ideas that Msgr. Fernando 
Ocáriz, Grand Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Navarre, dwelt on during a 
session with professors, administration, 
and services personnel, and students of 
the Ecclesiastical Faculties on the oc-
casion of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Faculty of Theology.  At the same time, 
he encouraged them to carry out seri-
ously any task: studies, teaching and 
research work.

50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FACULTY OF THEOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF NAVARRE (PAMPLONA, SPAIN)

ceived the visit of Msgr. Ocáriz, who fin-
ished his doctorate from the Faculty of 
Theology and is one of the almost 5,000 
doctorate degree holders who studied in 
its classrooms.  He said: “It had made 
this day special among the various ac-
tivities in celebration of the 50 years of 
the Faculty”.

Upon entering the building, Msgr. 
Fernando Ocáriz had the opportunity 
of greeting the non-teaching staff, pro-
fessors and members of the Academic 
Board of the Faculty of Theology, as 
well as the Deans of the Canon Law and 
Ecclesiastical Philosophy faculties.

During the meeting, which was his 
first visit to the campus of the Universi-
ty in Pamplona, the Grand Chancellor 
started off congratulating the Faculty 
of Theology for its half a century of 
history and for continuing the mis-
sion inspired by St. Josemaría.  Prof 
Juan Chapa, Dean of the Faculty of 
Theology, presided over the ceremony 
attended by 300 persons.  With him 
also were the Vice-Chancellor, Msgr. 
Ramón Herrando, and Rector, Alfonso 
Sánchez-Tabernero.

In his speech, the Dean expressed his 
“deep gratitude and joy” for having re-



STF SCHOLARS’ GRADUATION & ORDINATIONS

Rev. Fr. John Alfred Buyao (right side), STFI scholar, received the Sacred Order of 
Presbyters last December 11, 2018 from the hands of Most Rev. Enrique Macaraeg, 
D.D., Bishop of Tarlac. He finished his theological studies and formation at Bidasoa 
International Seminary and in the University of Navarre, Spain (2017).

Fr. Roderich Teriote, STFI scholar, received the Sacred Order of Presbyters last 
December 14, 2018 from the hands of Most Rev. Jose Palma, D.D., Archbishop 
of Cebu. He finished his theological studies and formation at the Sedes Sapientiae 
International Seminary and in the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

Rev. Fr. John Mark Batu (middle), a scholar of the Studium Theologiae Foundation 
Inc., received the Sacred Order of Presbyters from the hands of Most Rev. 
Buenaventura Famadico, D.D., Bishop of San Pablo. He finished his theological 
studies and formation at the University of Navarre and Bidasoa International 
Seminary, (2009-2013) in Pamplona, Spain.

Rev. Aaron Penaranda (first from the left) and Rev. Fr. Jonathan Alamin (first from 
the right), STFI scholars, received the Sacred Order of Diaconate and Presbyter 
correspondingly last December 14, 2018 from the hands of Most Rev. Isabelo Abarquez, 
D.D., Bishop of Calbayog. They finished their theological studies and formation at 
Bidasoa International Seminary and in the University of Navarre, Pamplona, Spain.

Dear Reverend Fathers:
Peace!

I thank God for having accompanied me this 
semester in my formation in Bidasoa with 
His tenderness and paternal love through 

Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit.

I just finished my last exam on Friday, December 21, 2018. I 
must admit that this semester was really challenging due to academic 
demands given to us in the third year of Theology of Cycle 1.  But the 
Blessed Virgin never abandoned and continues to inspire me everyday 
and her maternal love did not fail me, especially during the season of 
Advent because I finished the exams with good results and we will soon 
celebrate Christmas.

Last summer (June – August 2018), I was assigned to three places 
for my apostolate.  The first two weeks of June in Logroño, Rioja, in 
the parish of Santiago El Real under Fr. Jose Ignacio, the parish priest.  
I was with another seminarian from Uganda.  The pastoral work we had 
was to assist the pilgrims on their way to Santiago Compostela.  We 
served as translators to facilitate the evening liturgical activities.  In the 
mornings, we helped the Little Sisters of the Homeless Elders in their 
apostolate with the old people.  From the last week of June and the 
whole month of July, I was in Barcelona, in the parish of Santa Maria 
de Gracia under Mosen Fr. Emellie Roure.  I was with a Tanzanian 
seminarian and we held a summer course for children.  And during 

the last month of the summer break, I was assigned to the Shrine of 
Torreciudad, under Fr. Javier Pizarro, Vice-Rector.  We were given the 
opportunity to visit Lourdes in France through the benevolence of the 
Rector of the Shrine.

This year we celebrate the Thirtieth Anniversary of the foundation 
of Bidasoa International Major Seminary.   A Christmas concert was 
held on December 22 to commemorate it and I had the opportunity to 
be part of the choir.

The next semester, in February, I will present together with the other 
seminarians a UNAV Forum Project, in which students from various 
faculties will participate.  The project will be discussed at the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

This school year also the Theology Faculty offered an internal 
student program.  We have the opportunity to work with professors in 
their theological research.  They will select a student by department 
according to the requirements presented.  While I wait for next year, I 
will send my profile to the Sacred Scriptures department.

Merry Christmas, everyone there at Theological Centrum and I want 
to thank you for continuing to believe in me.  And especially to the 
Studium Theologiae Foundation, Inc.

Cordially,

MARK CLOYD T. DEGRANO
Diocese of Bangued, Abra



For the University of Navarre (Pamplona, Spain)

Fr. Anthony Laureta
(Imus)

Fr. Christopher Quimo 
(Lingayen-Dagupan)

Fr. Raymund Fajardo (Virac) Sem. Mon Marcaida (Masbate)

For the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross (Rome, Italy)

Arnold Yee
(Malaybalay)

Sem. Jershom Colico
(Sorsogon)

Sem. James Christian Melchor
(Laoag)

In collaboration with various diocesan seminaries and based on the resolution of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines for the 
year 2018, in preparation for the 500th Anniversary of the Evangelization of the Philippines in the year 2021, Theological Centrum organized 
the 2018 Seminar for Seminarians (April 5-8), held in Laguna Hills Study Camp, Calamba, Laguna. 22 seminarians from 8 local dioceses 
and 1 diocese from mainland China attended it. The activity was capped by a Marian Pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel in Lipa, Batangas.

The Filipino priests who are currently studying at the University of  Navarre in Pamplona, Spain: from the left, Fr. Christopher Quimo 
(Lingayen-Dagupan), Fr. Jeus Jardin (Davao), Fr. Eric Marigondon (Legazpi), Fr. Frederick Rafael (Daet), Fr. Mark Lumbera (San Pablo), 
Fr. Robert Adam Cajipo (Davao), Fr. Raymund Fajardo (Virac), Fr. Raymund Acuña (Tarlac), Fr. Nestor Edrozo (San Pablo), Fr. Vic 
Tabernilla & Fr. Jufer Gutierrez (Lucena), Fr. Anthony Laureta (Imus) and Fr. Roberto Marcelino (Jaro).

NEW BATCH OF SCHOLARS OF
STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDATION FOR THE SY 2018-19



 

Visit the Theological Centrum website at www.theologicalcentrum.org
Email us at theologicalcentrum@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/theo.centrum

SUPPORT THE TRAINING OF A PRIEST

There are many dioceses in the Philippines that 
need both the facilities for higher ecclesiastical 
studies and financial means to send their future 
seminary formators and professors to the Eccle-
siastical Faculties of the University of Navarre 
(Pamplona, Spain) or the Pontifical University 
of the Holy Cross (Rome, Italy).

For 29 years now, donations from people from 
all walks of life have allowed us to assist at least 
300 priests and seminarians to study in the 
aforementioned institutions.  We invite you to 
join us in multiplying good deeds in order to 
help the Church and the world. 

The approximate expenses per year for a priest 
or seminarian  can reach up to 14,000 Euros or 
Php 838,500.

A RENEWED PERSONAL ENCOUNTER
Rev. Fr. Ritz Darwin P. Resuello, MAT, MAPM

Theological Centrum, which was created to offer ongoing formation 
programs to secular priests in the Philippines, once again organized 
the Annual Retreat for Diocesan Priests at Tagaytay Conference Center 
in Mendez, Cavite on November 12-15, 2018. Faithful to the theme 
proposed by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) 
for the 2018 Year of the Clergy and the Consecrated Persons, the retreat 
centered on the call for priests to become “Renewed Servant Leaders for 
the New Evangelization”. 12 participants, including the author himself 
from the Diocese of Malolos, came from different archdioceses and 
dioceses across the country to attend the retreat.

On a very personal note, I would like to describe the 2018 Annual 
Retreat for Diocesan Priests as an encounter – a renewed personal 
encounter with God, with myself, and with my brother priests.  

The 2018 retreat was an encounter with God. The ample time for 
the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
the Holy Hour, the Liturgy of the Hours, the visitation to the Blessed 
Sacrament, the praying of the Holy Rosary and of the Stations of the Cross, 
and mental prayers – all these became avenues for me to listen again with 
more care and attention to the Word of God. The meditations given by 
Fr. Alex Colmeiro of the Prelature of Opus Dei and the Holy Cross also 
provided me with good points to reflect on the relationship between the 
priesthood and the eschatological realities. These mediations brought me 
inspiration and resolution to strive more in making every single day in my 
priestly life a step closer to heaven and eternal life, which I have to bear 
witness to. One may freely say that most of these activities are done in the 
parish on a daily basis, but what I found distinct during the 3-day retreat 
was the silence maintained in the house, which according to St. Josemaría 
Escrivá "is the door-keeper of the interior life" (The Way, 281).

The retreat was an encounter with myself. The young man in me, who 
still belongs to the generation that is “life-given and wants to be life-
giving, dynamic, overflowing with blessings, willing and open to learn 
and to grow when provided with opportunities” (An Open Letter of the 
Filipino Youth to the Catholic Church in the Philippines) again met the 
priest in me who, by the virtue of ordination, has the primary duty of 
proclaiming the Gospel of God to all (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 4). During 
the 3-day retreat, I was confronted again by the fact that I, as a very young 
priest, have many things to learn still but have great responsibilities to 
attend to already. Indeed, the retreat made me realize more that I have a 
very long way to go to become good and faithful Servant Leader for the 
New Evangelization; and that I am still “within the process of gradual 

and continuous configuration to Christ, in his being and his acting, which 
constantly challenges me to inner growth” (Pope Francis, Address to the 
Plenary of the Congregation for the Clergy, October 3, 2014). 

The retreat was an encounter with my brother priests. The organizers 
of the retreat, led by Fr. Mickey Cardenas of the Prelature of Opus 
Dei and the Holy Cross, gave us the opportunity to mingle with other 
participants through the “get-together” sessions. We watched the movie 
Maging Akin Muli that featured actor Marvin Agustin as a young deacon 
struggling to become holy and effective in his ministry. We also had 
moments to share the “lights and shadows” in our respective ministries. 
Listening to the testimonies of the other participants who had been in the 
priesthood for many years, I could not help but remember the response 
of Archbishop Gabriele Giordano Caccia, the Apostolic Nuncio to the 
Philippines, when I asked him during the 2018 National Convention 
of Episcopal Vicars for the Clergy what words could he give to young 
priests regarding ongoing formation. The Papal Legate said, “Seek 
advice from older and wiser priests. Listen to them. Learn from them”.

Indeed, the 2018 Retreat for Diocesan Priests organized by Theological 
Centrum was a grace-filled encounter – an encounter which, according 
to the homilist for the Holy Mass on the last day, Fr. Ariston Sison of 
Cubao Diocese, although we could not have for long, must bring us back 
to our respective assignment renewed. Thanks to Theological Centrum 
for this endeavor! See you next year.

How can you help?

* Pray for the success of this project.
* Send your financial contributions to:

STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDA-
TION, INC.
5/F Quad Alpha Centrum Building, 125 Pi-
oneer St., Mandaluyong City

or deposit them to our bank account:

BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

Account Name: Studium Theologiae Foun-
dation, Inc.

Account Number:  1891-0015-13 (for peso 
deposits) or 1894-0661-01 (for foreign cur-
rency deposits).


