
Guadalupe Ortiz de Landázuri was born in Madrid, Spain,   on  12   
December   1916.   Resilient  and courageous    by    nature,   she   
gained   a   doctorate   in chemistry and was among the first women 
in Opus Dei, asking for admission on 19th March 1944.

Right from the start,  she showed an outstanding desire to  love God 
and make him known to others.  She spent long  periods  in  prayer  
before  the  Blessed Sacrament. She had a great devotion to  Our 
Lady, especially under the  title  “Our Lady of Guadalupe”. She  
turned all  her work – home-making, teaching,  and  research – into 
an encounter  with  Christ  and  service  to  her  neighbour.

At  St. Josemaria’s  invitation,  she  moved  to Mexico  in 1950   
where  she  began   Opus  Dei’s   apostolate   with women,   setting   
up   projects   to   help  young  people, professionals,  mothers,  etc.  
Between  1950  and  1956 she  helped  to  set  up   several   halls   of   
residence   for students,   a   training  school   for   women   agricul-
tural workers  and  a  mobile medical dispensary. From 1956-1958  
at  St. Josemaria’s  behest,  she was called to Rome to help him in 
the government of the women’s apostolate of Opus Dei.

People  who knew  her  remember  her  as  always happy, with  a  
habitual  smile and a capacity  for  spreading  joy and  optimism  
around her. She loved everyone, and her open,  friendly  approach  
filled  others  with  confidence and  inspired  them  to  seek  friend-
ship  with  Christ.

Guadalupe  died  in  Pamplona,  Spain,  on  16 July 1975, with  a  
reputation  for  holiness. She was beatified on 18 May  2019.  Her  
feast is on 18  May. Her mortal remains rest  in  the   Oratory  of  
Caballero   de  Gracia,   at  Calle Caballero  de  Gracia 5,  Madrid  
28013,  Spain.

Blessed Guadalupe Ortiz



SUPPORT THE 
TRAINING OF THE PRIESTS

There are many dioceses in the 
Philippines that need both the 
facilities for higher ecclesiasti-
cal studies and financial means to 
send their future seminary for-
mators and professors to the 
Ecclesiastical Faculties of the Uni-
versity of Navarre (Pamplona,
 Spain) or the Pontifical Universi-
ty of the Holy Cross (Rome, Italy).

For 29 years now, donations from 
people from all walks of life 
have allowed us to assist at least 
300 priests and seminarians to 
study in the aforementioned in-
stitutions.  We invite you to join 
us in multiplying good deeds 
in order to help the Church and 
the world. 

The approximate expenses per 
year for a priest or seminarian  can 
reach up  to 14,000 Euros or Php 838,500.

*For donation please use the Donation 
form at the last page. 

Rev. Fr. Eric Maragondon (of the Diocese of Legazpi) finished his 
Canon law studies at the University of Navarre in Spain. (2019).

Sem. Justine Kristoffer Villamor (of the Diocese of Maasin) and Sem. 
Harvey Vic Naval (of the Diocese of Laoag) finished their theological 
studies and formation at the Sedes Sapientiae International Seminary 
and Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy. (2019).

Rev. Fr. Nathaniel Gentizon (of the Archdiocese of Jaro) finished 
his Institutional Social Communication studies at the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy. (2019).

Sem. Richard Legaspi 
(Diocese of Catarman)

Sem. Benigno Lorioso, Jr.
   (Diocese of Calbayog)

    Fr. Julito Sio, Jr.
 (Diocese of Gumaca)

o

Fr. Hezron Jhud Cartagena 
 (Archdiocese of Cebu)

STF SCHOLARS’ GRADUATION

Sem. Gio Abastillas and Sem. Wilson Jerusalem (of the Archdio-
cese of Cebu), and Sem. Rindyl Wakit (of the Diocese of Bayom-
bong) finished their theological studies and formation at the Bidasoa 
International Seminary and University of Navarre in Spain. (2019)

  Fr. Nico Angelo Mendoza
(Archdiocese Lingayen-Dagupan)

Fr. Marc Vaguchay
       (Diocese of Ipil)

Fr.  Erwin Rodriguez
    (Diocese of Calbayog)

Fr. Joseph De Guzman
     (Diocese of Calbayog)

Fr. Melchor Andaya
  (Diocese of Antipolo)

Fr. Rondel John Sioson
  (Diocese of Sorsogon)

Sem. Roven Earl Dela Cruz
(Diocese of Masbate)

       Fr. Jason Macuja
      (Diocese of Virac)

Fr. Rolvin Romero
 (Diocese of Virac)

Fr. Alfie Edward Protesta
  (Archdiocese of Palo)

Fr. Goldie Kenn Zabala
 (Archdiocese of Palo)

Fr. Alfred Carmelo Suanque
  (Diocese of Kabankalan)

 Fr. Freddie Delatado, Jr. 
(Diocese of Kabankalan)

Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross (Rome, Italy)

University of Navarra
(Pamplona, Spain)

     Sem. Ryan Steven Santos
          (Diocese of Laoag)



On December 13, 2019, Rev. Fr. Emerson Nazareth from the Diocese of Maasim 
received his Sacred Order of Presbyters from the hands of Most. Rev. Precioso 
Cantillas, S.D.B., D.D. He finished his Theological studies and formation at the Sedes 
Sapientiae  International Seminary and at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

On December 07, 2019, Rev. Justine Kristoffer Villamor of the Dio-
cese of Maasin received the Sacred Order of Diaconate from the hands 
of Most. Rev. Precioso Cantillas, S.D.B., D.D. He finished his Theo-
logical studies and formation at the Sedes Sapientiae International 
Seminary and at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

On November  28, 2019, Rev. Fr. Ra-
nie De Roxas from the Archdiocese 
of Lipa received the Sacred Order of 
Presbyters from the hands of Most. 
Rev. Gilbert Garcera, D.D. He fin-
ished his studies and formation at the 
Bidasoa Internaional Seminary and 
at the University of Navarre, Spain.

On December 02, 2019, Rev. Fr. 
Roniel Sulit from the Archdiocese 
of Lipa received the Sacred Or-
der of Presbyters from the hands 
of Most. Rev. Gilbert Garcera, 
D.D. He finished his studies and 
formation at the Bidasoa In-
ternaional Seminary and at the 
University of Navarre, Spain.

STF SCHOLARS’ ORDINATIONS
I  am  Fr. Roderich L.  Teriote  from  the  Archdio-
cese of  Cebu.  After  completing  the  Bachelor ’s   
Degree  in  Sacred Theology  in   2015   and   the   
Licentiate   Degree  in   Canon   Law    in  2018   
at  the  Pontificia  Università  della  Santa  Croce, 

     

 

and after having being ordained a deacon  in Rome in 1 May 2018, I am 
finally home in Cebu. Upon my return, I  joined   the  Spiritual  Pastoral  
Formation  Year  and  underwent  intense  preparation   that  includes  
modular  instructions  and  rigid  exposure  programs  which  are  recom-
mended  to  every  candidate  to  the Holy  Orders. I was ordained to the 
priesthood on 14  December  2018  and  was immediately called  to  serve  
as  a  seminary  formator  at  the  San  Carlos Seminary College(Cebu).   

During  my  studies  in  Rome,  I  stayed  at  the  Collegio  Ecclesiastico  
Internazionale  “Sedes Sapientiae”.  There  are  two   realities   regard-
ing  Sedes  Sapientiae  –  among  the  many  others  –  which I would 
like to  share with you: on one hand, being an international seminary, one 
can  find seminarians from the different parts of the world. The  students 
are  coming from more than 30 countries and  each  one  becomes  a  
gift  to   everyone in  the  community,  bringing  along  his  unique  cul-
ture  and  common faith to be cultivated and to be shared with. Every 
person can  be likened to a finestrella (a little window) where one can  
take  a  peek  and see the reality of one’s country and the situation of the  
Church  in  that part of the world; and whenever there is a concern, one 
can always  pray with that particular  intention in mind. On  the  other 
hand, I truly  appreciate   the  authenticity  of  life  and  the  virtuous  
example  of  the  seminary fathers. Their guidance and paternal presence 
are instrumental  to  one’ s  growth  and  maturity  in  all  aspects  of  sem-
inary  life.  These  realities make a positive impact on one’s formation.   

During the break from the University [Christmas, Holy Week Services,  
and Summer],  there  is  a chance to particularly focus on one’s pastoral 
formation.   I   was   given  the  opportunity  to  serve   several   parishes  
and   Filipino   communities   in  Italy  and  in    Wales  (U.K.).    This   is  
something which broadened  my   horizon  regarding  the  reality of the  
Church  in  Europe,  its  culture,  and  the  lives of our Overseas Filipi-
no  Workers  who  continuously  shine  the  light  of  faith  to  everyone 
they  meet wherever in the world they may be. The different experiences 
made me realize the beauty of unity and diversity of the universal Church.     

The  anni  Romani  is  a  grace  from God which is made possible by 
the  assistance of many people. It is therefore my great  desire  to  
thank  the  Opus Dei and the Studium Theologiae Foundation and ev-
eryone who  has contributed in  many  various  ways  for  this  great  
opportunity  to  study Theology and Canon Law. Sub umbra Petri! 

The formation I have  received is indeed both a gift and a responsibility 
to be shared with and to be at the service of the Church. These simple 
words of  thanksgiving  are made concrete as I remember all  of you in 
the daily  Mass  which  I  will be offering  also  for  the  daily  sanctifica-
tion  of our lives.  May  our  dearest  Mother  Mary  take  us   under   the   
mantle  of    her   care   and  intercede for us to Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  LETTER FROM AN ALUMNUS
         by Rev. Fr. Roderich Teriote



 Some 31 seminarians from eight dioceses attended this year’s National Seminar for 
Seminarians organized  by  the  Theological Centrum  in  Masbate City on May 19 to 23.
 Hosted   by   the   Diocese   of   Masbate,   the  seminar  with  the theme “Seminarians 
in the Year of the Youth” discussed issues on seminary formation, particularly for  the millenni-
als.
 Among   the   topics  discussed   were  the  message  of  Pope Francis to the youth, and  
integration of the Ratio Fundamentalis Institutio Sacerdotalis (RFIS), a Vatican document on 
priestly formation.
 Quoting   Pope   Francis’   apostolic    exhortation  “Christus   vivit”,Theological 
Centrun  executive director  Fr. Victor Santos said that the youth are  now  of  the  world  
 and   sanctity i s prepared by having friendship with Christ.
 In addition,    Fr. Rolando Panesa   of  the   Diocese  of  Legazpi  shared the message 
of Pope Francis to the young people.
 Fr. Philippe  Gallanosa   of  the  Diocese  of  Sorsogon  also  mentioned some  crises 
of   the  youth  regarding  pornography  and  the  preservation   of chastity.
 Fr. Raymun Sotto, Spiritual Director of St. John the  Evangelist  School of Theology 
in Palo, Leyte, challenged the seminarians to discern and integrate the instruction of RFIS.
 Fr. Ian de la Cruz, Director of Sedes Sapientiae Formation House of the Diocese of  
Masbate in Naga City, tackled the understanding  of  the millennials and generation Z.
 Participants were later asked to take their intellectual formation seriously and at the 
same time harmonize it with their spiritual life.
 Speakers also stressed to put Christ in the pinnacle of their activities.
 The five-day seminar was also spent in the atmosphere of meditations, talks, 
conferences, pilgrimage and excursions. 
    
Source: http://cbcpnews.net/cbcpnews/seminar-for-seminarians-tackles-youth-issues/ 

Seminar for Seminarians Tackles Youth Issues

The 31 Seminarians 
from different dio-
ceses together with 
their Facilitators. 
Taken in Brahmans 
Farm in Masbate.

Facilitators of the annual Seminar for Seminarians: Fr. 
Raymun Sotto (right), Fr. Philippe Gallanosa (Second to 
the right), Fr. Victor Santos (Center), Fr. Ian Dela Cruz 
(second to the left) and Fr. Honesto Villanueva (left).

Seminar for Seminarians



HOLY RETREAT FOR DIOCESAN PRIESTS 2019 

Most. Rev. Oscar Jaime Florencio, S.Th.D., D.D.
(Military Ordinariate of Philippines)

    
  On  Nov. 18-21,  2019, the  Theological  Centrum,  Manila  has  
  organized a Retreat for Diocesan Priests  in  Tagaytay  Confer- 
  ence Center, Tagaytay City, Philippines.   This   yearly  activity  
  of  the  prelature  of  Opus  Dei is  meant  to  help diocesan priests
  for spiritual growth and intellectual nourishment.
   
For this year’s retreat, there were sixteen of us from different dioceses of the  Philip-
pines and one from the diocese in Vietnam.  The group was a combination of senior 
clergy, junior clergy and young clergy. Fr. Jaime Achacoso, JCD was our main preacher 
and ably assisted by Fr. Mickey Cardenas and his staff.

At the outset, Fr.  Achacoso reminded us that  there is nothing new on this retreat.  His 
is only to guide us on how we are to face the challenges of our priestly life  and  minis-
try  for  this is an important gift from the love  of  God,  for  we  cannot  be less in our 
response to this love as well.

Personally, this was a good moment to evaluate myself especially in my four-year-old 
episcopal ministry. I know I should be on top of my flock as I do my episcopal  respon-
sibility.  I cannot be less.  This  retreat  too is a  moment  of  assessment  as  to  how I 
am personally responding as a shepherd.

During  the  retreat  I  commit  that  I will be more serious with my program of my 
priestly life. If ever I demand something from my priests, I should do it first. I cannot 
demand from my priests something that I do not do myself. This is what I have chosen 
and this is where God leads me too.

I realized that for the chaplains’ wellness and holiness, all these largely depend on me 
being their bishop. Yes, this is an uphill climb but it does not matter because truly going 
to heaven is not a walk in the park. Living life of sanctity is entering a narrow gate.

Our retreat facilitator reminded us that our spiritual journey, is not only about us, about 
ourselves we have a God who precisely planned all things, designed all things so that 
the His kingdom will be establish here on earth. He has entrusted to us the two import-
ant sacraments, namely, Eucharist and Penance. If we will just be faithful and commit-
ted, truly the graces of God will be abundant and the flock will just be properly renewed 
and the Church will just be perpetually nourished and sanctified.

The preached retreat has even given me more and more desire to grow in my love for 
the priesthood and the ministry because Jesus the High priest has shown us the way. 
His death on the Cross, isn’t this an offering that is worthy of emulation? Jesus did not 
just die, He rose too from the dead to bring into our consciousness that nothing can 
overpower us, not even death.

In sum, the whole exercise was indeed an eye opener for me, because being a bishop I 
am supposed to take extra care with my dealings with the Holy things, things of God, 
things for the soul. If all these important norms of piety, if the interior life of God is 
taken cared of then our ministry as shepherds of the flock will bear much fruits for the 
Kingdom of the God.

My snappy salute to the facilitators and to the organizers of this Holy Exercise. May 
God continue to nourish you as well, so that you may  nourish others as well.

Annual Holy Retreat for Diocesan Priests
  
  

 
  Operare sequitur esse.  His being, on the other 
hand, must be formed in the image and likeness of Jesus, the High 
Priest. This formation starts from the source of it all – the Holy Eu-
charist. In the Holy Eucharist, the priest shares in the sacrifice offered 
by Jesus, once and for all, for the expiation of our sins. In it, the priest 
enters into a communion with Jesus, therefore making the former not 
only an alter Christus but an ipse Christus. Ipse Christus. Christ Him-
self. In every celebration of the Holy Eucharist, the priest himself be-
comes the very presence of Jesus, the High Priest, for His people.

Praying amongst the Opus Dei, I am reminded of Psalm 113:3, “From 
the rising of the sun to its setting, may the name of the Lord be 
praised.” The retreat has opened my eyes to look at prayer the way I 
have never seen it before. Just sitting there, being silent, and allowing 
God to speak to me transcended the emptiness within me. Those long 
hours of learning, Mass, prayer, and silence reminded me so much of 
the grace I received on my Ordination Day. After the retreat, once I 
arrived at my parish, I went inside the church and just knelt. No one 
else was there but I was certainly not alone. Because of the retreat, a 
renewed zeal consumed me. In a way, it felt like what St. Paul called 
“madness of saintliness.”

The  retreat instilled in me the act of total surrender to God and His 
Church and abandonment of whatever else it is I desire. It taught me 
to relinquish my own will, at the same time letting myself be broken 
by God into so many pieces so that His flock could find thousands of 
tiny reflections of Him through those broken pieces. It enlightened 
me, I once again saw that being a priest means giving myself so gen-
erously to others until I am barely recognizable, until it is only Jesus 
whom can be seen in me. The Opus Dei became my anchor – and how 
liberating it is not to be swept by the tide! Amidst my restlessness, I 
found peace.

When  I  look  back to  those days when my priestly vocation  felt  like  
a  chore,  I  cannot help but be appreciative that I felt God’s steady 
hands guiding me through this retreat. I hope all diocesan priests like 
me can have the  honor  and chance to go through the Opus Dei re-
treat, too. Given the opportunity, I will do this again and again. I am 
forever grateful.
      
It  took just three days, but on those three days, I could clearly see that 
my identity and vocation and mission and passion are all the same. 
Opus Dei – work of God – I cannot think of any name more fitting 
than that.
       
Thank you to the Theological Centrum and to the priests from Opus 
Dei Prelature. St. Josemaria Escriva, ora pro nobis.

Christus Ipse
Rev.Fr. Ramon Mariano

(Diocese of Balanga) 

Youthfulness  in  the  priestly  ministry  means an  
untiring  service  to  God  and  His  people until   
we   reach  eternity.  To  render such service,
 a  priest  must  always act on  account  of  who  he  is.  
His  doing   must   come   from   his  being.   



Theological Centrum was created to offer on-going formation programs 
to secular priests in the Philippines. This was made possible through the 
Studium Theologiae Foundation, Inc., established by some priests of the 
Prelature of Opus Dei and the Archdiocese of Manila, along with a num-
ber of professionals, who were eager to assist Bishops in their response to 
the Second Vatican Council's call to facilitate the on-going formation of 
priests (cfr. Presbyterorum Ordinis 7). In 1985, to allow Theological Cen-
trum to carry out this task more effectively in a new juridical framework 
and to initiate other activities, the Studium Theologiae Foundation (STF) 
was established.

Theological Centrum (TC) holds its office on the 5th floor of Quad Alpha 
Centrum Building, 125 Pioneer Street, Mandaluyong City, Philippines. 
Its chapel, dedicated to Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage (Our Lady 
of Antipolo) was blessed by then Archbishop of Manila, His Eminence, 
Jaime L. Cardinal Sin. Its library, holding around 3,000 basic books on 
Philosophy, Theology and Canon Law, is open to all the clergy. From 
this venue, Theological Centrum coordinates several activities for priests 
and seminarians all over the country, such as Holy Hours, publications of 
newsletters and books for spiritual reading and the ecclesiastical sciences, 
retreats and recollections, spiritual direction, conferences on Philosophy 
and Theology, yearly seminar for priests and seminarians, and live-in 
seminars at a regional or national level.

Since 1986, Theological Centrum, with the help of generous benefactors, 
initiated a major project that aims to offer amuch-needed support to the 
Church in the Philippines, a project called FORMATION FOR SEMI-
NARY FORMATORS OF THE LOCAL CHURCH. Through this project, 
Bishops have been sending priests and seminarians to the University of 
Navarre in Pamplona, Spain, and to the Pontifical University of the Holy 
Cross in Rome, for studies in the different ecclesiastical fields.

Documentation Service
Documentation Service is a monthly  publication  compiling  selected  articles  and excerpts 
of   Church  documents  on questions of  faith  and morals. Every  issue is monographic,  that 
is, dedicated to a concrete theme, oftentimes of current interestin  the Church  or  society. The  
publication  is  an  excellent  resource  for  personal enrichment  and to prepare conferences,  talks 
and homilies.

Subscription costs PHP 800.00 / US$45.00 per year (12 issues, average of 32 pages per issue) . To 
subscribe, please contact Theological Centrum.

Please note that you may also subscribe for others, such as your relatives and friends, as well as 
schools, parishes, seminaries, religious communities, companies, organizations, and other entities.

Individual copies of current or back issues cost PHP 50.00 each (excluding mailing).

* You  may  course  your  payments  through  our  BPI CA#  1891- 0015-13  for  local  currency  
payments, or  SA# 1894-0661-01   for   US  Dollar payments  with   Account Name  as    STUDI-
UM   THEOLOGIAE  FOUNDATION, INC.  c/o BPI Mandaluyong Pioneer Branch or at any BPI 
branch nationwide. 

Please send the duplicate copy of the validated deposit slips to our mailing address or through 
our fax number.

theologicalcentrum@gmail.com Theo Centrum 634 - 8590 8635 - 6113

About Us




