
ROME, APRIL 7, 2020 - From 
Sacramentary Theology to Ecclesiology, from the 
Social Doctrine of the Church to Eastern Canon 
Law and marriage, without neglecting Anthropol-
ogy, Ethics, Metaphysics or even Photojournalism, 
Audiovisual Communication and Media Training. 
There are now hundreds of hours of lessons (here 
we have listed some) in live streaming that the 
Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, like other 
university institutions, has continued to offer its 
thousand students from 85 countries in recent weeks, 
despite the closure of its own locations following the 
international health emergency linked to Covid-19.
 
Since the first week of March, efforts have been 
made to follow up on teaching in alternative 
forms to the present one, using the most common 
social platforms for sharing lessons, favoring 
those tools that also allow interaction with stu-
dents, for example through use of video confer-
encing and chat. “ The IT Office, with the coor-
dination of the Academic Vice Rector, quickly 
provided both technical and informative support on 
the use of multimedia tools, to be added to the teach-
ing platform already in use in the University for 
several years “ , observes the Rector, Luis Navarro.
 
The teaching staff therefore reset the lesson plans 
according to the new modality, in most cases 
replacing the present lesson with a live streaming in 
the same hours of the weekly academic calendar. In 
other cases, video recordings were made shared on 
the educational platform, or specific in-depth read-
ings and papers were suggested. “ From the begin-
ning, the shared purpose was to complete the aca-
demic year according to the schedule,” adds Navarro.
 
The same effort is also made by the techni-
cal-administrative staff, who in many of the 
positions have been placed in agile work from 
home, thus allowing the continuation of the 
ordinary activities of the University not 
strictly linked to teaching, although functional to it.
 
Evidently, all other types of events already sched-
uled have had to be suspended, including interna-
tional conferences, study days, seminars for pro-
fessors and thesis discussions, which will be made 
up for with new dates as soon as it is allowed.
 
“Distance learning is not easy... we lack the 
presence of professors and colleagues, and this 

also requires effort and discipline - 
confided at the beginning of the emergency  Lilian 
Costa, Brazilian student enrolled in the first year 
of the Licentiate in Theology -. However, we are 
given the opportunity to offer these small sacri-
fices to the Lord while we are in Lent. Looking 
forward to Easter and the end of this quarantine! ”.

In the letter sent to teachers, students 
and administrative staff for the upcom-
ing Easter holidays, the Rector Luis 
Navarro recalled how the Academic Year will 
remain “strongly marked” for all. Yet “since the 
beginning of this crisis, our reaction has 
been to continue teaching in other ways 
with all means and with great effort. We 
did not give up in the face of difficulties ”. 
 
He therefore invited everyone to take advan-
tage of this particular period of the year as a 
further opportunity “to fill ourselves with Hope 
in these moments of suffering for everyone, 
and to give weight to what is important in life”.
 
Finally, he asked for a special prayer for some 
members of the academic community who 
are now ill, as well as for those who take care 
of the suffering, their families and all the 
deceased: “we entrust them to God, through 
the intercession of Our Lady of Sorrows”.

* * * * * *

A note on distance learning from Giovanni Tridente activated 
by the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, with some 
statements by the Rector. Translated in English. 
(cf: https://en.pusc.it/news/press-office)

The Rector Luis Navarro:
“Do not give up in the face of difficulties”
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Watch the video on Youtube: L'Università non si ferma: 
didattica e smartworking in tempo di Coronavirus

Pontifical University of the Holy Cross: 
Theology in live streaming

Initiatives to complete the Academic Year



STF SCHOLARS’ GRADUATION

University of Navarra
(Pamplona, Spain)

Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross (Rome, Italy)

Rev. Fr. Raymund Fajardo, Rev. Fr. Christopher Quimo 
and Rev. Fr. Anthony Laureta finished their Licentiate 
studies in Theology at the University of Navarre in Spain. 

Rev. Fr. 
Raymund 
Fajardo

(Diocese of Virac)

Rev. Fr. Christo-
pher Quimo 
(Archdiocese 
of Lingayen - 

Dagupan)

Rev. Fr. Anthony 
Laureta

(Diocese of 
Imus)

Sem. Gerald 
Cortes 

(Diocese of 
Tarlac)

Sem. Juan 
Carlos Coloso
(Archdiocese of 

Lipa)
Sem. Juan Carlos Coloso and Sem. Gerald Cortes 
finished their theological studies and for-
mation at the Bidasoa International Sem-
inary and University of Navarre in Spain.

Rev. Fr. Roberto 
Marcelino, Jr.
(Archdiocese of 

Jaro )

Rev. Fr. 
Raymund Acuña

(Diocese of 
Tarlac)

Rev. Fr. Roberto Marcelino, Jr., and 
Rev. Fr. Raymund Acuña finished 
their Canon law studies at the 
University of Navarre in Spain. 

Rev. Fr. Nestor 
Edrozo, Jr.

(Diocese of San 
Pablo)

Rev. Fr. Nestor Edrozo, 
Jr. finished his Licenti-
ate studies in Philoso-
phy at the University 
of Navarre in Spain. 

NEW BATCH OF SCHOLARS

Sem. Ronmarth Reysan  
Cabase 

(Archdiocese of Cebu)

    Sem. Ronmarth Reysan                         
 Cabase finished his     
           theological studies
           and formation 
         at the Sedes Sapi-
        entiae Internatio-
 nal Seminary and 

Rev. Fr. Jeffrey 
Segovia

(Archdiocese 
of Lingayen 
-Dagupan)

Sem. John Lau-
rens Tupas

(Military Ordi-
nariate of the 
Philippines)

Sem. John 
Mark Mijares

(Diocese of 
Catarman)

Sem. Laurence 
Andrew 

Magallanes
(Diocese of 
Calbayog)

Rev. Fr. 
Franklyn 

Floyd Costan
(Prelature of 
Isabela de 
Basilan)

Rev. Fr. Bernie 
D.P. Edayan

(Archdiocese of 
Zamboanga)

Rev. Fr. 
Solomon 
Geslani

(Archdiocese 
of Lingayen 
-Dagupan)

Rev. Fr. Felbert Reyes of the Diocese of 
Virac finished his Institutional Social Com-
munication studies at the Pontifical Uni-
versity of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy. 

           Pontifical Univer-     
   sity of the 
  Holy Cross  
   in Rome,  
                    Italy.  



STF SCHOLARS’ DIACONAL 
            ORDINATIONS

On December 07, 2020, Rev. Wilson Jerusalem from the 
Archdiocese of Cebu received the Sacred Order of Dea-
cons from the hands of Most Rev. Jose S. Palma, D.D. He 
finished his studies and formation at the Bidasoa Inter-
naional Seminary and at the University of Navarre, Spain.

On December 07, 2020, Rev. Gio Abastillas from the 
Archdiocese of Cebu received the Sacred Order of Dea-
cons from the hands of Most Rev. Jose S. Palma, D.D. 
He finished his studies and formation at the Bidasoa 
Internaional Seminary and at the University of Navarre, Spain.

On December 10, 2020, Rev. James Cid from the Di-
ocese of Legazpi received the Sacred Order of Dea-
cons from the hands of Most Rev. Joel Z. Baylon, D.D. 
He finished his studies and formation at the Bidasoa 
Internaional Seminary and at the University of Navarre, Spain.

On December 12, 2020, Rev. Brian Victor De Castro from the 
Diocese of Sorsogon  received the Sacred Order of Deacons from 
the hands of Most Rev. Jose Alan V. Dialogo, D.D. He finished 
his studies and formation at the International Seminary Sedes 
Sapientiae and Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, Rome.

On November 25, 2020, Rev. Niño Vince Bernales from the 
Diocese of Calbayog  received the Sacred Order of Dea-
cons from the hands of Most Rev. Isabelo C. Abarquez, D.D. 
He finished his studies and formation at the Bidasoa Inter-
naional Seminary and at the University of Navarre, Spain.



On December 09, 2020, Rev. Fr. 
Ryndill Wakit of the Diocese of 
Bayombong received the Sacred 
Order of Presbyters from the hands 
of Most Rev. Jose Elmer Manga-
linao, D.D. He finished his Theo-
logical studies and formation at the 
Bidasoa International Seminary and 
at the University of Navarre in Spain. 

On December 10, 2020, Rev. Fr. Har-
vey Vic Naval of the Diocese of 
Laoag received the Sacred Order of 
Presbyters from the hands of Most 
Rev. Renato Mayugba , D.D. He fin-
ished his Theological studies and 
formation at the Sedes Sapientiae 
International Seminary and Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

On October 03, 2020, Rev. Fr. Justine Kristoffer Villamor of the Di-
ocese of Maasin received the Sacred Order of Presbyters from the 
hands of Most Rev. Precioso Cantillas, S.D.B., D.D. He finished his 
Theological studies and formation at the Sedes Sapientiae International 
Seminary and at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

STF SCHOLARS’ PRESBYTERAL ORDINATIONS

SUPPORT THE TRAINING OF THE PRIESTS

There are many dioceses in the Philippines that need both the facilities for higher ecclesiastical studies and financial means to send their future 
seminary formators and professors to the Ecclesiastical Faculties of the University ofNavarre (Pamplona,Spain) or the Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross (Rome, Italy).

For 29 years now, donations from people from all walks of life have allowed us to assist at least 300 priests and seminarians to study 
in the aforementioned institutions.  We invite you to join us in multiplying good deeds in order to help the Church and the world. 

The approximate expenses per year for a priest or seminarian  can reach up  to 14,000 Euros or Php 838,500.
*For donation you may use the donation form. 

On December 07, 2019, Rev. Fr. Daryl Glenn Tatoy of the Diocese 
of Butuan received the Sacred Order of Presbyters from the hands of 
Most Rev. Cosme Damian R. Almedilla, D.D. He finished his Theo-
logical studies and formation at the Sedes Sapientiae International 
Seminary and at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome.


