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The Faculty of Theology celebrates the end-of-degree ceremony of 72 new graduates

On Saturday, May 29, the School of Theology of the University of Navarra celebrated the graduation ceremony of 72 of its students: 44 
are part of the 53 promotion of the Bachelor of Theology and 28 of the 55 promotion of the Bachelor/Licentiate of Theology.

Professor César Izquierdo, Vice Dean of the Faculty, presided over the graduation ceremony and reminded the students that the last two 
courses had been marked, in one way or another, by the COVID-19 pandemic. “This situation has undoubtedly brought out the best in us,” 
he said, “but it has also left a somewhat dangerous mark: not being able to “go out” - from home, from the city, from the province - may 
have reinforced the tendency we all have towards individualism.

“Now, instead, you are asked to go out, to return to the places where everyone has their habitat. It is fundamental to understand well this 
experience of exodus, which we have heard so much in class: the need to go out of oneself, to seek and find the places and the people to 
whom we are sent to serve them, also with your academic preparation: go, go out and bear fruit, as the Lord says in the Gospel of St. John.”

Professor Juan Chapa was the sponsor chosen by the students of both graduating classes. In his speech he showed his gratitude for the 
recognition granted and established a parallelism on how to elaborate a farewell speech according to the Greek rhetoric expert of the rhetor 
Menander and his own speech. In his message, among other things, he explained that the University should not only transmit knowledge, 
but above all teach and promote knowledge: “You have not only acquired knowledge, but you have been enriched by so many other ac-
tivities in which you have participated and by the many people you have dealt with over the years at the University”.

Representing the students, Renato Hernández, a student of the Bachelor of Theology and delegate of the Faculty, thanked the professors, 
the University, his relatives and his classmates, “future pastors and guides of the Church”, for all that they have learned and experienced 
during their years of formation in Pamplona.

This article written by Chus Cantalapiedra was originally featured in the faculty news of the Universidad de Navarra website (School of Theology) on May 31, 2021. 
Translated in English. (taken from https://www.unav.edu/en/web/facultad-de-teologia/actualidad).

César Izquierdo: "Now you must understand well 
the experience of the exodus: to go out of oneself, 
to go to the service of the mission and to bear fruit"
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Rev. Fr. 
Phillip Edward 

Bernaldez
(Diocese of  
Kidapawan)

Rev. Fr. Al John 
Miñoza

(Diocese of Tagbilaran)

Rev. Fr.  Randy Sison
(Diocese of Alaminos)

Rev. Fr. 
Jezer Tristan 

De Vera
(Archdiocese of

 Lingayen -Dagupan)

Rev. Fr. 
Niccolo Martin

Florencio
(Diocese of Maasin)

Sem. Jershom Colico of the Diocese of Sor-
sogon finished his theological studies and 
formation at the Sedes Sapientiae Inter-
national Seminary and Pontifical Uni-
versity of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy.

Sem. James Christian Melchor of the Diocese 
of Laoag finished his theological studies 
and formation at the Sedes Sapientiae In-
ternational Seminary and Pontifical Uni-
versity of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy.

Sem. Aurelius Mendoza and Sem. Mark Cloyd Degrano finished 
their theological studies and formation at the Bidasoa 
International Seminary and University of Navarre in 
Spain. While Rev. Fr. Goldie Kenn Zabala and Rev. Fr. Alfie 
Protesta finished their Licentiate studies at the same University.

Rev. Fr. Freddie Delatado of 
the Diocese of Kabankalan 
finished his Licentiate stud-
ies in Philosophy at the 
University of Navarre. 

Rev. Fr. Melchor An-
daya of the Diocese 
of Antipolo finished 
his Licentiate stud-
ies in Theology at 
the Pontifical Uni-
versity of the Holy 
Cross in Rome, It-
aly.

Rev. Fr. Nico Ange-
lo Mendoza of the 
Archdiocese of Lin-
gayen-Dagupan fin-
ished his Licentiate 
studies in Philoso-
phy at the Pontif-
ical University of 
the Holy Cross in 
Rome, Italy. 

Rev. Fr. Joseph De 
Guzman of the Di-
ocese of Calbayog 
finished his stud-
ies in Sacred Lit-
urgy at the Pontif-
ical University of 
the Holy Cross in 
Rome, Italy.

Rev. Fr. Marc Antho-
ny Vaguchay of the 
Diocese of Ipil fin-
ished his Licentiate 
studies in Theol-
ogy at the Pontif-
ical University of 
the Holy Cross in 
Rome, Italy.

SUPPORT THE TRAINING 
OF THE PRIESTS

There are many dioceses in the Philippines 
that need both the facilities for higher ec-
clesiastical studies and financial means to 
send their future seminary formators and 
professors to the Ecclesiastical Faculties 
of the University ofNavarre (Pamplona,-
Spain) or the Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross (Rome, Italy).

For 29 years now, donations from people 
from all walks of life have allowed us to assist 
at least 300 priests and seminarians to study 
in the aforementioned institutions.  We in-
vite you to join us in multiplying good deeds 
in order to help the Church and the world. 

The approximate expenses per year for a 
priest or seminarian  can reach up  to 14,000 
Euros or Php 838,500.

*Kindly refer to the donation form for donation.

University of Navarra
(Pamplona, Spain)

Pontifical University
of the Holy Cross 

(Rome, Italy)

Sem. Aurelius 
Mendoza Sem. Mark 

Cloyd Degrano 

Fr. Goldie 
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Fr. Alfie 
Protesta



     

Rev. Fr. Niño Vince Bernales 
from the Diocese of Calbayog 
was ordained to Priesthood by 
Most Rev. Isabelo Abarquez, 
D.D., on November 04, 2021. 
He finished his studies and for-
mation at the Bidasoa Inter-
national Seminary and at the 
University of Navarre, Spain.

Rev. Aurelius Mendoza from the Diocese of Mas-
bate was ordained Deacon by  Most Rev. Jose 
Bantolo, D.D., on October 27, 2021. He finished 
his studies and formation at the Bidasoa Interna-
tional Seminary and at the University of Navarre, 

Rev. Juan Carlos Coloso from the Archdiocese of 
Lipa was ordained Deacon by Most Rev. Gilbert 
Garcera, D.D., on December 13, 2021. He finished 
his studies and formation at the Bidasoa Internation-
al Seminary and at the University of Navarre, Spain.

Rev. Mark Cloyd Degrano from the 
Diocese of Bangued was ordained 
Deacon by Most Rev. Leopoldo 
Jaucian, S.V.D., D.D., on Novem-
ber  06, 2021. He finished his stud-
ies and formation at the Bidasoa 
International Seminary and at 
the University of Navarre, Spain.

Rev. Fr. Brian Victor De Castro 
from the Diocese of Sorsogon 
was ordained to Priesthood by 
Most Rev. Jose Alan Dialogo, 
D.D., on July 31, 2021. He fin-
ished his studies and formation 
at the Pontifical University of 
the Holy Cross in Rome. 

Rev. Fr. James Cid from the 
Diocese of Legazpi was ordained 
to Priesthood by Most Rev. Joel 
Baylon, D.D., on December 08, 
2021. He finished his studies 
and formation at the Bidasoa In-
ternational Seminary and at the 
University of Navarre, Spain.

Rev. Fr. Wilson Jerusalem and Rev. 
Fr. Gio Abastillas from the Archdi-
ocese of Cebu were ordained to the 
priesthood by Most Rev. Jose S. 
Palma, D.D., on August 02, 2021.  
They finished their studies and for-
mation at the Bidasoa International 
Seminary and at the University of 
Navarre, Spain.

STF SCHOLARS’ ORDINATIONS

Rev. Fr. Gerald Cortes from the 
Diocese of Tarlac was ordained 
to Priesthood by Most Rev. En-
rique Macaraeg, D.D., on De-
cember 10, 2021. He finished 
his studies and formation at the 
Bidasoa International Seminary 
and at the University of Navarre, 
Spain.

Rev. Fr. Gio Abastillas



 My 2021 Annual Retreat facilitated by Opus Dei Priests is no extraordinary retreat, but at the same time no 
less meaningful and fruitful. It is my sixth time of this kind. The first time I experienced it in Makiling Conference 
Center gave me already an impression that this setup is the one that I would be always looking forward to year 
after year. 

 The structure, the place, the prayers, meditations, the con-
ferences, etc. may be so arranged in such a way that is not really 
different from the previous ones. But it is something that  I would 
always relish moment after moment. Even the sequence of topics 
on meditations from the start till the end may be the same year 
after year, but there will always be something new to learn  and to 
look into for self-reflection and 
evaluation of  my personal  and  
spiritual life. What a wonderful
opportunity to  once again have 

time to take a break from busy schedules for “spiritual repose and tune-up!”

 This one may also be special and, I may say, badly needed, though we 
are quite few participants, in the midst of this pandemic.  Life of prayer is again 
being reminded as indispensable, especially, in our resiliency during this crisis. 
My experience in this retreat just added up to my spiritual conviction of the re-
assuring and unfailing love and protection of God to me. And nothing but this 
awesome truth is the one I will share to people entrusted to me back to my work-
place. 

 But more importantly, as I bring along with me this resolution of my 
fidelity to the daily norms, this retreat once again nurtures my spirituality and  
personal commitment to the priesthood.

On September 1-4, 2021, the Theological Centrum has organized a Retreat for Diocesan Priests in 
Makiling Conference Center (West Wing), Calamba, Laguna. This yearly activity of the prelature of 
Opus Dei is meant to help diocesan priests for spiritual growth and intellectual nourishment.

Holy Retreat for Diocesan Priests 2021: A Personal Retreat 
Experience of Fr. Angelo Benjamin Durana





Documentation Service
Documentation Service is a monthly  publication  compiling  selected  articles  and excerpts 
of   Church  documents  on questions of  faith  and morals. Every  issue is monographic,  that 
is, dedicated to a concrete theme, oftentimes of current interestin  the Church  or  society. The  
publication  is  an  excellent  resource  for  personal enrichment  and to prepare conferences,  talks 
and homilies.

Subscription costs PHP 800.00 / US$45.00 per year (12 issues, average of 32 pages per issue) . To 
subscribe, please contact Theological Centrum.

Please note that you may also subscribe for others, such as your relatives and friends, as well as 
schools, parishes, seminaries, religious communities, companies, organizations, and other entities.

Individual copies of current or back issues cost PHP 50.00 each (excluding mailing).

* You  may  course  your  payments  through  our  BPI CA#  1891- 0015-13  for  local  currency  
payments, or  SA# 1894-0661-01   for   US  Dollar payments  with   Account Name  as    STUDI-
UM   THEOLOGIAE  FOUNDATION, INC.  c/o BPI Mandaluyong Pioneer Branch or at any BPI 
branch nationwide. 

Please send the duplicate copy of the validated deposit slips to our mailing address or through 
our fax number.

SUBSCRIBE 
and get 

your copy 
NOW!



STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDATION, INC.                                  Donation Form

NAME      : _______________________________________________
ADDRESS     : _______________________________________________ 
EMAIL     : _______________________________________________
CONTACT NO. :  _______________________________________________
AMOUNT           :  _______________________________________________
                      ______________ $  _______________

Message/Note:

Payment enclosed
Validated Deposit Slip (Duplicate)

Cash Check

Payable to: STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDATION, INC.  
-----------------------------------------------------------Please  fold  here-------------------------------------------------------------

Fill up this form and send to:

THEOLOGICAL CENTRUM
5/F Quad Alpha Centrum Bldg., 125 Pioneer St., 1550 Mandaluyong City

PHILIPPINES
Tel/Fax. No. 8635-6113/8634-8590

Email: theologicalcentrum@gmail.com
FB page: Theo Centrum

You may course payments through our 
BPI CA# 1891-0015-13 For local currency payments, or

SA # 1894-0661-01 for US Dollar payments with Account Name as STUDIUM THEOLOGIAE FOUNDA-
TION, INC. c/o BPI Mandaluyong Pioneer Branch or at any BPI branch nationwide.

Please send the duplicate copy of the validated deposit slip to our mailing address or through our fax number.


